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no sanctuary ; even tlie grave itself gave no cover to tlie relics of 
mortality. The villages were every where burnt, the farms wasted 
and pillaged, the abodes of man, and all that belongs to peaceful in- 
dustry and domestic comfort desolated and destroyed. Wolves, and 
other savage animals increased fearfully in the districts which had 
been laid waste by human hands with ferocity congenial to their own. 
Thus were the evils which France had unsparingly inflicted upon 
Spain, Prussia, Russia, and almost every European nation, terribly 
retaliated within a few leagues of her own metropolis.' 



AGENCIES. 

We have quite undesignedly neglected the department of domestic intelli- 
gence relative to the progress of our cause. We think the news of peace 
deserving of a much larger space than it has heretofore occupied on our pages; 
but our readers must not infer from our comparative silence, that little is 
dene or attempted. We have been steadily enlarging the scale of our 
operations, and carrying them on with increased success during the year. 
Our publications have been multiplied, our agents have been constantly at 
work with zeal and effect; and, had we been as minute as some societies are 
in reporting efforts and results, we might have well nigh filled our work with 
such details alone. 

Our President, whose zeal and energy seem to keep pace with his years, has 
been almost incessant in his labors. Having been licensed to preach, he has 
failed scarcely for a single Sabbath to plead the cause under circumstances 
much more favorable than in former years. He has preached and lectured on 
the subject from Maine to the District of Columbia; and though defeated in 
his purpose of a tour through the State of New York to Michigan and Ohio, 
his efforts have probably been quite as useful in the sphere to which he has 
for the present restricted himself. We rejoice that a kind Providence enables 
him still to prosecute his favorite work with a vigor so uncommon for his 
years; and earnestly do we hope, that such an example of unrequited toil and 
sacrifice may, long before the mantle of Elijah shall fall upon the future Eli- 
shas of this cause, prompt multitudes to spontaneous and effective cooperation 
in one of the noblest enterprises that ever tasked the powers of men or angels. 

Rev. John Lord, near the close of last summer, went into Vermont, and 
has labored, in conjunction with the Vermont Peace Society, most of the time 
in that State, with a degree of success equal to our highest expectations. He 
has visited nearly all the principal towns, and has been well received in such 
places as Burlington, Middlebury, Rutland, and the capital of the State. Had 
we an agent of equal ability, devotedness and zeal, for each of the free States, 
we should expect, as the fruit of their labors, to reap ere-long a rich harvest. 
We hope we shall be able hereafter to give a fuller account of his progress. 

Our Secretary, confined most of the time by his official duties here to a 
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small circle round Boston, has nevertheless taken of late one excursion of 
nearly two months into the interior of this State, and as far as New Haven in 
Ct. At the latter place, the state of his health forbade hi3 attempting more 
than two sermons on the Sabbath, and a brief address to some of the students 
in the College; nor did circumstances allow him in Newark, N. J., whither 
he went for one Sabbath, to make any effort whatever for funds. In other 
respects, however, he met with his usual success in gaining favorable access 
to the communities he visited, and in securing pecuniary aid, having collected 
on the spot an average of about sixty dollars a week during the time he was 
able to bear the exposure of personal solicitations for the purpose. He was 
everywhere received with kindness; and, though lamenting the apathy so 
strangely prevalent still, he thinks the way is becoming more and more open 
where he has been, for successful exertions in this cause. He found prejudices 
already removed by the distinction at length made by the public between the 
cause of peace and the late combination against all forms of human government. 

We give a few extracts from his report. " Brookfield, North, West anil 
South, I visited under circumstances quite unfavorable; bat, despite of them 
all, I lectured six times in four days, started three petitions to Congress, and 
pushed my way through rain and snow, through mud and frost, to the collec- 
tion of about $60, and the circulation of more than forty Advocates. * * * 
The circumstances attending my visit to Conway and Williamsburg were in 
some respects still worse; but in the former place I got the minister, a man of 
excellent spirit, made a life-member, and twenty-three copies of the Advocate 
put in circulation; and in the latter, I had a good audience, even in a dark, 
rainy night, to address on a Congress of Nations, and started a respectable 
subscription for our cause. The minister is a fast friend, and will work con 
amore. ******** 

In Weathersfield, Ct., though received with great cordiality by both the 
pastors, it was only by a special indulgence that I wa3 allowed to preach both 
forenoon and afternoon on peace ; but, in this as in all other cases, I found it 
decidedly better to give a pretty full view of the subject at once, inasmuch as 
people need such a view to make them appreciate its importance, to remove 
objections, and enforce its practical claims with any hope of success. I do not 
recollect in all my experience a single instance where such a course did not 
produce a favorable impression, and desirable results. It was so here; for I 
not only started a petition to Congress with good prospects, but obtained, in 
payment and pledges, nearly $80 for our Society. * * * 

I met here two gentlemen of intelligence — Dea. Buckley and Judge Corn- 
stock — whose war-anecdotes, related to me from personal observation, im- 
pressed my own mind deeply with the abominations of this custom in its most 
mitigated forms, and would, if transferred to the pages of your periodical, 
make a similar impression on the minds of your readers. A multitude of such 
facts are now in the possession of our friends through the land; and I could 
wish they would communicate them to the public in illustration of the moral 
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evils inseparable from every species of war. Some of them have promised 
me they would; but I believe they have not yet redeemed their pledges. 
Such tales as that told in the American Advocate of Peace by a physician in 
our late war respecting the execution of a deserter at Greenbush, N. Y., are 
just what we want, but what we can learn only from those who have witnessed 
the actual operations of war. ****** 

In Hartford I gained ready access to the pulpits I desired except one, a 
pretty hard case, and, in my solicitations for pecuniary aid, was better received 
than I had ventured to expect. The abolitionists there, as almost every 
where else, I found, as a general thing, more ready than any other class to aid 
us ; and, when they shall be relieved from the pressure of their own cause 
upon their minds and their purses, they will, I am satisfied, come in a strong 
phalanx to our help. One of their number gave me $25; another, $10; sev- 
eral $5 each; and I find that the advocacy of reform in any of its departments, 
prepares men to hear and meet the claims of peace. 

I found, wherever I went, an almost universal disposition to look upon our 
project of international arbitrament with favor and strong hopes. The thing 
takes at once with the common sense of mankind; and nothing more is needed 
than adequate effort to make it go through the length and breadth of our land, 
if not of all Christendom. The most intelligent persons are the promptest and 
the fullest in their approval of the plan ; and one of the petitions which I start- 
ed, was headed by Hon. Theodore Frelinghutsen, Newark, N. J., 
and another by the present Governor of Connecticut, followed by the Chief 
Justice. I started nearly thirty petitions, four of them from as many cities." 



PRIZE ESSAYS ON A CONGRESS OF NATIONS. 

The proposals for publishing five of these essays by subscription, should have ap- 
peared on our pages long ago ; and we can account for the omission only by saying, that 
the extreme meagreness of our income necessarily devolves on one man duties 
which ought to be divided among three or four, and must be, in order to insure a prompt 
and satisfactory performance of them all. Still it is not too late to give the substance of 
those proposals, and request the special attention of our readers to the subject. 

" All attempts to procure a satisfactory award of the prize offered by two gentlemen 
of the city of New York for the best dissertation on a Cn r. ■_':•■-" .-f Nations have proved 
abortive. The first committee (Hon. Joseph Story, W'lli-i'n H ill, and John M'Jjean) 
advised that the $500 offered for the best, and $100 for the second best, should be 
equally divided among five essays which they designated. This did not meet the views 
of the gentlemen who offered the prize, and they then increased it to $1000; but the 
decision of the last board of umpires, recommending an equal division of the prize be- 
tween three of the essays, was likewise unsatisfactory. 

Although this affair did not originate with the American Peace Society, yet having 
been made the organ of those who offered the prize, having ascertained that there is 
great merit in some of the pieces offered, and thinking that neither the authors ought to 
lose their reward, nor the world the benefit of their labors, they have concluded to take 
the matter into their own hands, and have authorised the President, aided by such 
members of the Board as he may choose, to select five of the best dissertations for pub- 
lication, having regard to the advice of the previous committees. He finds, that five of 
these dissertations are very superior ; and that the previous committees were judicious 
in advising a distribution of the prize. The .Executive Committee have, therefore, 



